
In March of this year the first news-
letter on Social services and Mis-
sions was published,  in an effort to 
inform the congregation, friends 
and former members of the Presby-
terian Church (independent) about 
the various social projects and mis-
sion activities supported by the 
church.  The newsletter contained a 
profile of Pastor Jorum Mugari as 
minister in charge of Social Ser-
vices and Missions and detailed 
reports of the projects and activi-
ties. Some of the projects sup-
ported by Presby are interdenomi-
national, such as the Bulawayo 
Shelter, which offers food and tem-
porary accommodation to the desti-
tute and the Bulawayo Projects 

Centre which assist unemployed 
men and women to start small busi-
nesses. The church also supports 
Habakkuk Trust , a Christian advo-
cacy organisation, Scripture union, 
which brings the gospel to schools, 
and Samkele which caters for 
abused girls. The church is further 
involved with Thuthuka, an organi-
sation that focuses on assisting and 
ministering to street children. In 
addition to these interdenomina-
tional projects, we have our own 
social services activities as a 
church. These activities include a 
school fees/scholarship fund for 
underprivileged children and or-
phans, support for pensioners who 
are struggling financially, clothing-

for the destitute. The beneficiaries 
of these projects include our own 
church members as well as mem-
bers of our sister churches at En-
tumbane and Natisa.  As a result of 
the rapidly deteriorating economy, 
the needs are ever increasing. At 
the same time many affluent mem-
bers of the church have emigrated 
and income from collections and 
tithing is shrinking.  Yet we thank 
and praise God for the wonderful 
support and solidarity that is dem-
onstrated by former members and 
friends all over the world, to enable 
us as a church to reach out to our 
community and meet some of the 
desperate needs. 

.  

Increasing need for Social Services 

The University Christian Student’s 
Fellowship (UCSF) is a ministry over-
seen by the City Presbyterian 
Church, and which reaches out 
across most denominations to all 
students at tertiary institutions in the 
city of Bulawayo. Currently the pri-
mary focus is on the National Univer-
sity of Science and Technology 
(NUST). The Mission Statement 
reads: “UCSF seeks to foster the 
spiritual growth of students, in order 
that they may become biblically-
minded and culturally relevant. We 
help teach them to be obedient to 
Christ; to reach out and witness to 
others with the credibility of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ; and to glorify God 
in every aspect of life, especially as 
those who will shape the future ideas 
of our culture.” 
The objectives are pursued through 
Bible Studies, One-to-One disciple-
ship, Friday night meetings, camps 

and various events such as sleep-
overs, teas, socials etc. 
The group is fairly small compared to 
other groups on the NUST campus, 
with the attendance currently around 
30 students at the Friday meetings. 
The students therefore enjoy the 
benefits of a close-knit fellowship and 
tend to be faithfully committed 
throughout their student life. 
The students themselves fund most 
of their events, with the remainder 

coming from the City Presbyterian 
Church, Alumni and other churches. 
UCSF is a work for which to give 
thanks and praise to God. It ministers 
to a particularly strategic community 
which has a very high potential of 
impacting a nation from the business 
and leadership environments. We 
have seen God’s hand actively estab-
lishing and providing for this work, 
and we look to the future with an 
expectation of growth. 
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Sethule Community Activities at Natisa 

Community garden 
 
Sethule has also facilitated the 
establishment of a garden for 
the community, as an income 
generating activity and in order 
to provide fresh vegetables for 
the pre-school. 
Ten women, who each have 
their own little plot, are partici-
pating in this project. They are 
learning to grow new kinds of 
vegetables and fruit as a way of 
diversifying their diet and that 
of the children. The garden is 
located on the bank of the 
Hove river,  which is the source 
of water, at about 2 km dis-
tance from the church. For the 
time being the vegetables are 
watered by bucket, but a (foot 
operated) treadle pump has 
been sourced to ease the bur-
den of watering.  A variety of 
fruit trees have been planted. 

Pre-school 
 
A few months ago a community 
hall was  officially opened at 
Natisa Presbyterian Church by 
the pastor’s wife, Mrs Evah 
Mugari. This hall, funded 
through the efforts of the Cotton 
family, is home to an adult edu-
cation class and a pre-school, 
both run by Sethule Trust.  The 
pre-school comprises about 20 
children from the community, 
who can be seen demonstrating 
their skill in the picture below. 
Twelve children have already 
‘’graduated’ and moved on to 
the primary school. 

Page 2 Presbyterian Church (Independent)   
Bulawayo                                                                                                                      Social Services and Missions 

Social  
service  

is an act of 
worship and 

part of  
glorifying 

God 

Sethule Trust 
 
Sethule Trust was founded in No-
vember 2005 to provide support 
for people and communities 
whose lives are a daily struggle 
for survival. Sethule means ”let us 
help you carry your burden” The  
initial activities of the Trust were 
focussed at our rural sister church 
in Natisa. But Sethule has re-
cently moved into an office at City 
Presby with the aim of reaching 
out to the informal vendors who 
are operating in the vicinity of the 
church. The pictures and text on 
this page are giving an impression 
of the  kind of activities Sethule 
Trust is currently engaged in. 
The members of the Board of 
Trustees are: 
Miss. Delene Thomas 
Mrs. Tabbeth Cotton 
Dr. Norma Ndiweni 
Pastor Jorum Mugari 
Mrs. Mel Jones 
Advisory board members: 
Dr. N. Satyanathan 
Mr. Stanford Gwanzura 
Mrs. Hilda Nkomo 
Mrs. Janet Kenyon 
 

And Sethule will teach the project 
members how to dry and process 
their produce as a way to pre-
serve it and add value. The mem-
bers gather for a bible study at 
the plot every Thursday. 
 

Counselling 
 
One of the reasons why 
Sethule Trust has moved into 
an office at City Presby is to 
reach out to the informal trad-
ers in the city centre, for whom 
life is a daily struggle for sur-
vival and who have many des-
perate needs. Initially Sethule 
will offer a listening ear and a 
counselling service to informal 
traders. It is hoped that some 
can be assisted by the Projects 
Centre to improve their busi-
nesses while also meeting 
some of the immediate financial 
needs . 

Picture below:  
Community garden at Natisa 
Presbyterian  Church in full op-
eration. 

Picture below: 
The pre-school children per-
forming for invited guests dur-
ing the opening of the hall. 

Picture above: 
The official opening of the 
Community Hall at Natisa Pres-
byterian Church 

Sethule Trust: 
 

‘Let  us help you carry your burden’ 



gation. However we are happy to 
inform the church that 3 months 
ago this same Missions committee 
carried out interviews for pastoral 
vacant. After the interviews that 
committee managed to employ 
Lameck Nyoni and family on a pro-
bationary basis. Lameck Nyoni will 
be finishing his probation in the 
month of July. Our hope is that he 
would continue to work with us 
since his ministry has been greatly 
appreciated by the Natisa commu-
nity. Lameck Nyoni is a graduate of 
the Theological College of Zim-
babwe and the Zimbabwe Bible and 
Missionary Training School. His 
ministerial experience is extensive 
particularly in the area of rural 
church planting. 
In brief it is appropriate that we 
should also make mention of the 
Natisa Church community Hall that 
has been completed. The hall was 
built through the great efforts of the 
Cottons family and friends. Details 
of this initiative will be contain in the 
Natisa report from the Cottons as a 
family that is responsible for that 
work. However what concerns us 
an outreach and missions office is 
the great possibility that this build-
ing project has opened for us. This 
community hall is able to hold a 
large number of people for semi-
nars and other gathering of a nature 
that pertains to our ministry. 
  
Entumbane Presbyterian Church 
Our Entumbane Church is currently 
keen on holding an evangelistic 
crusade in the month August. We 
are planning to be involved in this 
initiative through preaching and 
providing any necessary assistance 
that might be required. In liaison 
with the pastor of our Entumbane 
church we are also planning to hold 

City Presbyterian Church 
In partnership with Youth With A 
Mission we have started an evan-
gelism program. Our current strat-
egy is reaching out to people with 
the gospel through dispersing pam-
phlets. In proclaiming the gospel 
the pamphlets that we share with 
individuals have our church address 
and all contact details. Our hope is 
that as we invite people to worship 
with us on Sunday that they will 
somehow find us suitable home to 
belong. On all the occasions that 
we have managed to go out on the 
streets, we have been able to chal-
lenge quite a number of people into 
considering becoming Christians 
and becoming part of Presby. Our 
confidence in what our church 
teaches gives us the boldness to 
invite people to our Presby ser-
vices. 
Another area of proposed ministry 
which came through suggestions 
from a number of us is ministry to 
young professions within our city. 
Through social activities created 
and tailored made to suit this age 
group we are hoping to challenge 
young professions not only to make 
a solid commitment to follow Christ 
but also to consider becoming part 
of us as a church. Currently we are 
asking for suggestions on how best 
the church feels we could go for-
ward with this initiative. In brief 
these are some the outreach initia-
tives that we are engaged in as City 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
Natisa Presbyterian Church 
Beginning of this year the Natisa 
Presbyterian church was without its 
own full time pastor. It was incum-
bent upon the Missions committee 
responsible for Natisa to take care 
of the pastoral needs of the congre-

leadership training seminars for all 
the church leaders there. It is a 
privilege that we can be involved at 
Entumbane as and when we are 
needed. 
 
Social Services 
Our major work in social services 
involves the scholarship fund. We 
are currently supporting a total of 
47 children both through their pri-
mary and secondary education. 
This second term saw us pay a 
large sum of our support towards 
examination fees for O’ Level stu-
dents. Most of the children that we 
are sponsoring are from the Natisa 
community followed by the Entum-
bane orphans list. At our City Pres-
byterian church we have a few chil-
dren that we are sponsoring 
through their secondary education 
and college.  
City Presbyterian Church 
In terms of social issues we con-
tinue as a church to attend to the 
poor and those needing help from 
us on a daily bases. Through the 
various gifts and donations made 
by our congregation in the form of 
clothes, food and other items, we 
are adequately positioned and 
equipped to deal with a lot of 
needs. It in this regard that the City 
Presbyterian church has been able 
to make a donation of clothes to the 
Khami Prisons. The donations of 
clothes were particularly for children 
born within the prison cells from the 
ages of 0- to 5 years. The church 
has received a number of thank you 
letters from the chaplain of Khami 
Prisons. Additionally the church 
continues to distribute groceries to 
pensioners every month as an inter-
ventional measure.  
  
Natisa Presbyterian Church 

The total amount spent on the 
pensioners project in 2006 was 
Z$ 1,228,701 (revalued), which 
includes monthly donations to 
the Shelter, Jacaranda home 
and Entumbane Presby.  We 
thank Ineke t e Velde for buying 
the groceries every month, Ei-
leen Wilkinson for packing the 
parcels (with help from Joyce 
Stinton and Doreen) and John 
and Eileen for distributing the 
parcels and spending time with 

Love gifts for pensioners 
The terrible inflation in Zim-
babwe has virtually wiped out 
the buying power of local pen-
sions and without the support of 
friends and family many would  
live in abject poverty. The ’Love 
Gifts’ are a token  of concern  
for the pensioners who are 
struggling financially. Generous 
donations from within and with-
out the church have enabled us 
to pack and distribute between 
50 and 60 hampers each month. 
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Outreach, missions and social services, pastor’s report 
On social services Natisa is cur-
rently a hype of activity. The church 
has a number of projects at hand 
which include a community garden, 
an adult literacy school and a chil-
dren’s play school. The details of 
which will be given through the 
report submitted by the responsible 
family for the church, the Cottons. 
However we will here briefly high-
light some of the activities taking 
place on the ground. The proposed 
community garden has since been 
cleared and planting will begin 
soon. The play school has since 
employed a full time gardener who 
will grow vegetables in this commu-
nity garden for the school and the 
community. The play school boasts 
of an intake of 24 children at pre-
sent. There are 2 teaches, 1 cook 
and 1 gardener. The play school is 
being run by Thabbeth Cotton and 
Deleen Thomas who have both 
worked with Youth for Christ or are 
still working with Youth for Christ. 
The adult literacy school has its 
own teacher with one difficult of 
trying to get more students to the 
school. 
In addition to these current pro-
grams at Natisa Presbyterian 
Church we are also working with 
Christian Aids Task force on various 
programs in the community. 
Through this organization we have 
received irrigational drip kits for our 
gardens. The work of CAT is to do 
research on HIV/AIDS issues within 
the community and then come up 
with strategies on how the commu-
nity help itself deal them. These are 
a few of our social services projects 
on the ground at our Natisa commu-
nity. 
                   
Entumbane Church 
At our Entumbane congregation we 
have started a candle-making pro-
ject through a donation from one of 
our well wishers. This candle-
making project is aimed at empow-
ering our church women with in-
come generating projects. There 

the recipients. 



cated person in the world in the 
Guinness book of records. I am a 
first aid cadet at ST. Johns ambu-
lance association. I try to earn 
pocket money by painting and fab-
ric designing and in the month of 
December I do Christmas paintings 
for some stores. My saddest experi-
ence was the death of my mother, 
Yvonne Goliath (1972-2003). I lost 
contact with my father just a year 
before my mother’s death. 
I praise God for the financial and 
material assistance I get from the 
City Presbyterian Church which 
runs a scholarship program for chil-
dren needing help like myself. My 
ambition is to open a School of Art 
for children who would not be able 
to afford such training. This school 
would also cater for those children 
who will not be good in other aca-
demic subjects and would have 
been led to believe that apart from 
education there is nothing they can 
do. This school would therefore 
give them hope and restore their 
dignity as human beings’ 
Noel Goliath 
 
‘I thank you gratefully for the help of 

‘Thank you very much for the won-
derful work that you are doing by 
paying our school fees. Our prayer 
is that you continue this good work 
until we finish our educational train-
ing. We send our gratitude to all 
who do this work and to those who 
actual give funds for our education. 
This letter serves as a thank you 
note to you and may God bless you’ 
Chris and Andile Nkomo 
 
‘My name is Noel Goliath, born on 
the 4th of December 1990 at Kama-
tivi Tin Mines Hospital in Hwange. I 
am an aspiring actor, musician, a 
student artist at the National Gallery 
of Zimbabwe in Bulawayo and an 
external member of the Bulawayo 
Project Center. Apart from these 
mentioned aspirations I am a mem-
ber of the Presbyterian Youth 
Group and have the spirit of scout-
ing. My happiness is in art and so I 
enjoy watching the sunset.  
I am currently living with my great 
grandmother, Aunt Clair who is the 
breadwinner, my young brother and 
three cousins. I am doing form 2 at 
Gifford High School and trying to do 
my best to become the most edu-

money and shoes for the children 
that you have been giving us since 
last year. I had no hope when you 
came in to help me with the funds 
that were needed at the school for 
them to proceed in learning. As for 
now I am vendor selling vegetables 
and freezites. These things help me 
a lot too and hope that God will 
continue to reveal his grace in my 
life and yours. I have realized that if 
I put God in all my situations every-
thing turns out alright and good. 
So I wish you all the best and hope 
that you keep on assisting me and 
others like me and their families 
God bless you, grateful’ 
Fungayi Taganda 
 
‘Let me take this opportunity to 
thank you for the support you are 
giving me through my study in Micro 
Computer Technology. I am very 
grateful for the assistance you are 
giving me in my education because 
I had almost lost hope on going 
further with my education. You have 
enabled me to enhance my educa-
tion and the course made me have 
a better knowledge and under-
standing about computers. Micro 

Letters from beneficiaries of the school fees fund 
tech is equipping me for a better 
future and at some instance I might 
be self established as a computer 
technician. 
After the death of my father in 2004 
we were left without a bread winner 
in a family of five. My mother who 
was now a cross border trader fell 
sick and was diagnosed with TB. 
This meant that there was no in-
come in the family since there was 
no longer any bread winner in the 
family. My brother and my twin sis-
ters and the youngest brother were 
still at school and need financial 
support. This forced me into seek-
ing temporary jobs to assist my 
family and raise some money to 
enhance my education of which I 
found it almost impossible because 
of the high expenses charged by 
colleges.   
I am therefore grateful for the assis-
tance that the church has been able 
to offer me and my family. Through 
the church I have been able to pay 
for my part 1 course and examina-
tion fees. I am therefore kindly ask-
ing that the church continues to 
offer me any possible help they are 
able to through their scholarship 
fund. In closing I say my God richly 
bless you for the wonderful work 
you are doing offering us opportuni-
ties.’ 
Govern 
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As a church that is situated in a community that 
has many vendors around it we are constantly 
faced with their challenges as well. Doreen 
Ndlovu a mother of 2 children is one of the ven-
dors who operates a business next to us. Do-
reen lost her husband a few years ago and as a 
single mother has had to sell vegetables to feed 
her children, send them to school and pay for all 
the rental bills. It was very sad for Doreen when 
she heard that her mother was not feeling well in 
the rural areas. She was not only sad because 
of the illness but because she knew that she 
could not afford to board a bus to the rural areas 

and still feed her children from the vending pro-
ceedings. In this dilemma Doreen approached 
our office for assistance with transport money to 
go and see he mother.  
After spending a few days with her mother, the 
mother passed away. Doreen came back and 
reported to us that she had buried her mother 
and met all the burial costs. Now the challenge 
was for her to start selling again.  Our office 
gave her some money to buy vegetables for 
sale.  We also explained to her about the Pro-
jects Centre which is open to help people like 
Doreen start and manage their own businesses 
better. While Doreen is re-establishing her vend-
ing business we are considering to assist her 
children with school fees. 

Doreen Ndlovu’s story 

School fees fund 
 
The school fees fund has been able 
to assist 34 pupils during the 2nd 
term and 37 pupils during the 3rd 
term, up from 24 pupils supported 
during the first term of 2006.  These 
figures include 8 pupils from our sis-
ter church in Entumbane, who are at 
Entumbane high school and 21 pu-
pils from out sister church in Natisa. 
6 pupils from Natisa attend Halale 
primary school, while 15 pupils at-
tend Whitewater Secondary school. 
The total amount disbursed for the 
second term was 112,044 (revalued) 
and for the 3rd term  
155,250 (revalued). Due to the high 
rate of inflation, it is anticipated that 
approximately Z$ 1,000,000 will be 
needed for the first term of 2007. We 
are grateful to all those who have 
contributed to this fund. 

Mrs Zvikiro 

Insert story here: Single mother with small baby and 
HIV positive. 


